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sometimes been supposed, indeed, that letters were
not really exhibited, but only some emblem, such as
a crown, which denoted conquest ;v and that then
what remains of the phenomenon may be resolved
into meteoric effects. But since any extraordinary
appearance at such a juncture, whatever be its physi-
cal cause, or whether it have one or no, is undeniably
the result of an immediate Divine superintendence, it
is not easy to see what is gained by an hypothesis of
this nature. If in matter of fact our Lord was then
really addressing Constantine, it seems trifling to
make it a grave point to prove that He did so in this
way, and not in that. In such a case nature cither
would be made to minister, or would be no impedi-
ment, to His Will; and His Will to address Con-
stantine is sufficient surely by itself to account for a
contravention or suspension of the laws of natufe,
and to overcome the presumption which frimd fade
lies against the miracle. That He should address
Constantine intelligibly is a miracle already. And
surely to sway and overrule the physical system
towards a moral object, is a miracle only different in
degree from an interference with it for such an object.
For this is to impose on nature a constraint beyond and
above itself, i.e. a supernattiral constraint; and if it is
subordinate to moral laws, why should it not some-
times give way to them ? In short, does the case
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